


Geography of tourism  
of Central and Eastern Europe countries



Authors

The output of international scientific conferen-
ces entitled „The Conditions of Foreign Tourism 
Development in Central and Eastern Europe”

Jerzy Wyrzykowski

The place of countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe on the international tourism market

Janusz Marak 
Jerzy Wyrzykowski

Geography of tourism of Bulgaria Robert Wiluś
Geography of tourism of Croatia Robert Wiluś 

Armina Muszyńska
Geography of tourism of the Czech Republic Jiří Vystoupil 

Martin Šauer
Geography of tourism of the Hungary Katalin Formadi 

Peter Mayer 
Erzsébet Pénzes

Geography of tourism of Lithuania Algirdas Stanaitis 
Saulius Stanaitis

Geography of tourism of Poland Magdalena Duda-Seifert 
Krzysztof Widawski 
Jerzy Wyrzykowski

Geography of tourism of Romania Alexandru Ilieş 
Dorina Camelia Ilieş 
Corina Tătar 
Marin Ilieş

Geography of tourism of the European part  
of Russia

Victoria Pogodina 
Anna Matveevskaya

Geography of tourism of Slovakia Peter Čuka 
Anna Šenková

Geography of tourism of Slovenia Dejan Cigale 
Anton Gosar

Geography of tourism of Ukraine Olga Lyubitsewa 
Viktoriya Kiptenko 
Marta Malska 
Mykhajlo Rutynskiy 
Yuriy Zan’ko 
Yuriy Zinko



University of Wroclaw
Institute of Geography and Regional Development
Department of Regional and Tourism Geography

Geography of tourism  
of Central and Eastern  

Europe countries

ed. Jerzy Wyrzykowski
Krzysztof Widawski

Wroclaw 2012



This volume has been published with the financial support of the Institute 
of Geography and Regional Development, University of Wrocław

Editor
Prof. D.Sc. Jerzy Wyrzykowski
D.Sc. Krzysztof Widawski

Reviewer
Prof. D.Sc. Włodzimierz Kurek

Completed and layout
Halina Puchała

Correction
Sylwia Wołek-Biernat

Composition, technical editors
Zuzanna Helis (Helis House Publishing)

Cover design
Robert Leonhard

Photo authors: Marta Góralewcz-Drozdowska, Janusz Łach, Wojciech Macie-
jewski, Armina Muszyńska, Dominika Sidorska, Marek Stepowicz, Robert 
Wiluś, Jerzy Wyrzykowski
Photos from Bulgaria and Slovenia comes from Flickr (www.flickr.com)  
and are licensed under Creative Commons

ISBN 978-83-62673-22-3

©Copyright by Institute of Geography and Regional Development,  
University of Wrocław 2012

Printed by 
Drukarnia Leyko, Kraków



Table of contents

Introduction  ..................................................................................................................................................... 9

I. The output of international scientific conferences  
entitled “The Conditions of Foreign Tourism Development  
in Central and Eastern Europe”  .................................................................................................. 11

II. The place of countries of Central and Eastern Europe  
on the international tourism market ................................................................................. 17
1. Introduction .................................................................................................................................................... 17
2. Current role of Central and Eastern Europe countries in international  
     tourism servicing ....................................................................................................................................... 18

2.1. Tourist potential .............................................................................................................................. 18
2.2 The current extent of international tourism ................................................................. 22

3. Current role of Central and Eastern European countries  
     as the source of international tourist traffic ........................................................................... 27
4. Balance of receipts and expenditure in international tourism  
     in Central and Eastern Europe .......................................................................................................... 31

III. Geography of tourism of Bulgaria .................................................................................. 35
1. Geographic study of tourism in Bulgaria, its main research problems,  
     themes and research centres .................................................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. 35
2. Assessment of the conditions and factors of tourism development in Bulgaria  ..... 36

2.1. Geographical location ............................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............................................................. 36
2.2. Natural preconditions for tourism development .................... ................ .................. 38
2.3. Cultural-historical preconditions for tourism development ............................. 40

3. Primary and secondary tourism infrastructure ................................................................... 43
4. Visitors and number of visits ................................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . ............... 48
5. Main types of tourism .............................................................................................................................. 59
6. Tourist regionalization of Bulgaria ................................................................................................ 65

IV. Geography of tourism of Croatia ...................................................................................... 67
1. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development in Croatia ....... 67

1.1. Geographical location ................................................................................................................... 67
1.2. Natural preconditions for tourism development ...................................................... 68
1.3 Cultural-historical preconditions of tourism ................................................................ 74

2. Basic infrastructure of tourism  ....................................................................................................... 78
3. Incoming tourism ...................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................................. 89
4. Main types of tourism in Croatia ...................................................................................................... 96
5. Croatia tourist regions  ........................................................................................................................ 100



V. Geography of tourism of the Czech Republic ........................................................ 103
1. Geographic research of tourism in the Czech Republic,  
    its main research problems and topics ...................................................................................... 103
2. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development  
    in the Czech Republic ...................................................... ....................................................................... 105

2.1. Natural preconditions for tourism ................................................................................... 105
2.2. Cultural-historical preconditions of tourism ............................................................ 111

3. Basic and secondary infrastructure of tourism .................................................................. 114
4. Visitors and number of visits ........................................................................................................... 122
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 130
6. Tourism regionalization of the Czech Republic  ................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............................. 138

VI. Geography of tourism of the Hungary ...................................................................... 141
1. Geographic research of tourism in Hungary  ...................... .................... .............................. 141
2. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development in Hungary  ........ 143

2.1. Natural preconditions for tourism .................................................................................... 143
2.2. Cultural-historical preconditions of tourism ............................................................ 149

3. Basic and secondary infrastructure of tourism .................................................................. 157
3.1. Transport and sport-recreational infrastructure .................................................. 158
3.2. Accommodation facilities ....................................................................................................... 163

4. Visitors and number of visits ........................................................................................................... 165
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 175
6. Tourism regionalization of Hungary .......................................................................................... 182

VII. Geography of tourism of Lithuania ........................................................................... 185
1. Introductory remarks ........................................................................................................................... 185

1.1. Geographical situation .............................................................................................................. 185
1.2. The past of tourism and sources of information .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ 186

2. Distribution of tourism resources ................................................................................................ 188
2.1. Singularity of natural conditions ...................................................................................... 188
2.2. Historical cultural heritage ................................................................................................... 190

3. Preserved territories – treasury of tourism destinations ........................................... 194
4. Resorts and places used for recreation .......................................... ...................... .................... 200
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 205
6. System of accommodation establishments ............................................................................ 220
7. Inbound tourism ....................................................................................................................................... 224
8. Prospects of tourism industry ........................................................................................................ 230

VIII. Geography of tourism of Poland ........................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................................... 233
1. The output of Polish geography of tourism ............................................................................ 233
2. Assessment of conditions contributing to the tourism development in Poland ... 240

2.1. Natural preconditions for tourism development ................................................... 240



2.2. Cultural and historical conditions favorable for tourism development ........ 246
3. Basic and secondary infrastructure of tourism  .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ................... 254
4. Tourist movement in Poland ............................................................................................................. 259
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 267
6. Tourist regions of Poland  ................................................................................................................... 274

IX. Geography of tourism of Romania ................................................................................. 277
1. Natural tourist resources ................................................................................................................... 278
2. Accommodation infrastructure  ......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................................... 291
3. Tourist movement .......................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... 300
4. Resorts and tourist destinations ................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................................. 310
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................... 312
6. Majors tourist regions of Romania ................... .................................................. ............................ 315

X. Geography of tourism of the European part of Russia .............................. 319
1. The history of formation and development research of tourist areas  
    in the Russian Geographical Science ........................................................................................... 319
2. Russian Federation is the member of the world touristic process ......................... 320
3. Terms of tourist and recreational development of European Russian territory .. 329
4. Popular types of tourism .................................................................................................................... 334
5. Tourist regions European territory of Russia ...................................................................... 364

5.1. North European tourist region ........................................................................................... 365
5.2. Central European tourist region ....................................................................................... 368
5.3. Southern European tourist region ................................................................................... 368
5.4. Volga tourist region .................................................................................................................... 369
5.5. Caucasian tourist region  ........................................................................................................ 371
5.6. Ural tourist region ....................................................................................................................... 374

6. Prospects for the development of tourism in Russia ....................................................... 375

XI. Geography of tourism of Slovakia ............................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... 381
1. Geographic research of tourism in Slovakia, its main research problems  
     and topics ...................................................................................................................................................... 381
2. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development ............................ 383

2.1. Natural preconditions for tourism development  .................................................. 383
2.2. Cultural and historical preconditions of tourism .................................................. 387

3. Basic and secondary infrastructure of tourism .................................................................. 392
4. Macroeconomic statistics of tourism in Slovakia .............................................................. 396
5. Main types of tourism .......................................................................................................................... 399
6. Regionalization of tourism of Slovakia .................................................................................... 404

XII. Geography of tourism of Slovenia .............................................................................. 407
1. Geographic research of tourism .................................................................................................... 407



2. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development  ........................... 409
2.1. Protected areas .............................................................................................................................. 412
2.2. Cultural and historical tourism preconditions ........................................................ 416

3. Basic and secondary tourism infrastructure  ...................................................................... 418
4. Tourist arrivals .......................................................................................................................................... 425
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 432
6. Tourism regionalization  ..................................................................................................................... 439

XIII. Geography of tourism of the Ukraine  .................................................................. 445
1. Geographical studies of tourism in Ukraine ......................................................................... 445
2. Assessment of conditions and factors for tourism development  
    in the Ukraine  ............................................................................................................................................ 448

2.1. Natural preconditions for tourism  ................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ........... ........ 448
2.2. Cultural and historical preconditions of tourism .................................................. 457

3. Primary and secondary tourist infrastructures ...................... .................. ........................ 465
4. Tourist movement .................................................................................................................................... 472
5. Main types of tourism ........................................................................................................................... 475

Conclusion ...................................................................................................................................................... 489

Bibliography ................................................................................................................................................ 490

List of figures ............................................................................................................................................. 511

List of photos .............................................................................................................................................. 514

List of tables ............................................................................................................................................... 516



Introduction

 9 

Introduction 

On the initiative of the Department of Regional Geography and Tourism 
of Wroclaw University, under the direction of Jerzy Wyrzykowski, since 
year 1990, a group of specialists on tourism has met every two years  
in order to exchange research experience in the scope of the development 
of international tourism in Central and Eastern Europe. Results have so 
far been presented in eleven scientific papers’ books and they have been 
used to prepare, under the direction of P. Jordan, a map entitled “Interna-
tional Tourism Attractions in Central and Southeastern Europe”, published  
by Ősterreichisches Ost-und Südosteuropa-Institut (Austrian Institute  
of East and Southeast European Studies) in Vienna (1998). Information con-
cerning the output of these conferences and the contents of related scien-
tific papers’ books constitutes the first chapter of this book.

The authors of the idea to publish the book “Geography of Tourism  
in Central and Eastern Europe” were J. Vystoupil and M. Sauer from Ma-
saryk University in Brno. Taking advantage of their experience connected 
with the publishing of “Atlas cestovniho ruchu Česke Republiky” (2006) 
they also suggested the structure of the chapter on presenting geography 
of tourism in respective countries of the region. 

The scope of geography of tourism in Central and Eastern Europe  
in the book has been limited to postcommunist countries of the region, 
which have had similar experience concerning tourist economy. Chapter 
II of the book provides the characteristics of the 20 postcommunist coun-
tries of the region on the international tourist market and it constitutes  
the background for chapters III to XIII, which present the condition of research 
on tourism, tourist attractions, tourist infrastructure. tourism movement, 
main types of tourism as well as tourist regionalization in the 11 countries, 
all illustrated with charts and pictures. Authors of the studies are mainly the 
participants of the aforementioned informal international research team.  
The book was published by the Department of Regional Geography and 
Tourism of Wroclaw University currently under the direction of Krzysztof 
Widawski. It may be hoped that the presented material significantly broadens  
the knowledge concerning geography of tourism of this part of Europe. 

Jerzy Wyrzykowski
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