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Introduction
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Introduction 

On the initiative of the Department of Regional Geography and Tourism 
of Wroclaw University, under the direction of Jerzy Wyrzykowski, since 
year 1990, a group of specialists on tourism has met every two years  
in order to exchange research experience in the scope of the development 
of international tourism in Central and Eastern Europe. Results have so 
far been presented in eleven scientific papers’ books and they have been 
used to prepare, under the direction of P. Jordan, a map entitled “Interna-
tional Tourism Attractions in Central and Southeastern Europe”, published  
by Ősterreichisches Ost-und Südosteuropa-Institut (Austrian Institute  
of East and Southeast European Studies) in Vienna (1998). Information con-
cerning the output of these conferences and the contents of related scien-
tific papers’ books constitutes the first chapter of this book.

The authors of the idea to publish the book “Geography of Tourism  
in Central and Eastern Europe” were J. Vystoupil and M. Sauer from Ma-
saryk University in Brno. Taking advantage of their experience connected 
with the publishing of “Atlas cestovniho ruchu Česke Republiky” (2006) 
they also suggested the structure of the chapter on presenting geography 
of tourism in respective countries of the region. 

The scope of geography of tourism in Central and Eastern Europe  
in the book has been limited to postcommunist countries of the region, 
which have had similar experience concerning tourist economy. Chapter 
II of the book provides the characteristics of the 20 postcommunist coun-
tries of the region on the international tourist market and it constitutes  
the background for chapters III to XIII, which present the condition of research 
on tourism, tourist attractions, tourist infrastructure. tourism movement, 
main types of tourism as well as tourist regionalization in the 11 countries, 
all illustrated with charts and pictures. Authors of the studies are mainly the 
participants of the aforementioned informal international research team.  
The book was published by the Department of Regional Geography and 
Tourism of Wroclaw University currently under the direction of Krzysztof 
Widawski. It may be hoped that the presented material significantly broadens  
the knowledge concerning geography of tourism of this part of Europe.	

Jerzy Wyrzykowski
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